United Methodist Women, Foothills District
Summer/Fall 2021

Greetings
Kathy S. Elasky, District President
21259 Sharps Run Rd, Steward OH 45778
740-662-4801 (H), 740-541-1363 (C)
kathyelasky@yahoo.com

It was so nice to see all the district
officers at our recent team meeting. Out of
an abundance of caution for everyone s
health, we did not have a spring event. The
good news is that we are busy planning an
in-person fall district meeting. I am looking
forward to meeting in person all the people I
have been writing to for more than a year
and a half. Mark your calendars for Oct 16.
Marcia Florkey, deaconess from Miami
Valley District, presents a dramatization
about deaconesses and United Methodist
Women as seen through the life of Mary
Geeding. See the flyer for more details.
Deaconess Mary Geeding (1881 1954)
served u
Association of the United Brethren in Christ.
She was a graduate of Otterbein College
(1909) and received her Deaconess training
at the Gamble Missionary Training School in
Cincinnati, graduating in 1911. Her work
included helping to start a church and
Sunday School in rural Cheviot, Ohio, and
advocating for a Deaconess training school
in Dayton, Ohio, at the Union Biblical
Seminary. Mary later left her Deaconess
position to marry Dr. Alfred Weitkamp,
moved to California, and continued to serve
as an administrator in a medical clinic that
her husband founded to serve the poor.

Reading Program News
Barb Wolfe, Program Resources
8995 Jasper Dr, Hopewell OH 43746

740-319-4873; wolfe_bk@yahoo.com

finish up 2020. If you have
completed any of the Reading Program
plans, please send me your list so you can
be recognized at our Fall 2021 District
Meeting. Use either my mailing address or

email address. If you have already sent your
list to me, thank you!
Have you
seen the new 2021 2022 Reading Program
catalog? There are so many awesome
books to choose! For the entire list of book
titles from 2017 through 2022, go to
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingpro
gramcatalog2021.pdf. The catalog also
gives information about all Reading Program
Plan levels, bonus books, and the reporting
form. Contact me with any questions.
Faith Talks are monthly conversations
exploring themes and resources to empower
us to put faith, hope, and love into action.
Listen to three Faith Talks podcasts and the
trio count as two books in the category
Spiritual Growth. More than 30 episodes are
available at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks.
The purpose of the Reading Program is to
better unders
mission today, to increase sensitivity to all
human beings, to explore contemporary
issues, and to enhance and act on selfknowledge. The program helps to deepen
our understanding of the intersections of
race, sex, religion, and gender through
books and discussion.
I will have a selection of books to buy and
borrow at the October meeting. Many books
are at your local library, the Columbus
Metropolitan Library (apply for a card!),
bookstores, Amazon, Cokesbury (online),
and Kindle e-books. Reach out to
neighboring churches to see if they have
members participating in the Reading
Program and see if you can swap books!
Andris Salter, Operations Officer,
Reading Program, National United
Methodist Women, is the guest speaker at
Capitol Area North Annual Meeting
September 25. Hear the details of the
changes to the 2020 2022 Reading
Program from her. To attend the meeting at
no charge by Zoom, register with Kim
Hoessly at khoessly@columbus.rr.com.

Our Tribute
Tammy Whitacre, Spiritual Growth
15 Arlington Apt G, PO Box 51 Thornville OH 43076

740-447-4510; tlwhitacre58@yahoo.com

We want to honor the memories of those
women who lived among us and are gone
on to eternity in the past year. To remember
the women who have enriched our lives,
please let Kathy Elasky know their names
and churches by October 1.

Where Does the Money Go?
Beth Morgan, District Treasurer
121 Lee Ave, Marietta OH 45750
740-336-7153 (H); 740-350-7651 (C)
ewmorgan@suddenlink.net

As treasurer, I have been asked this
question many times. In answer, the
unitedmethodistwomen.org/ offered the
following information. Most importantly,
programs in the United States and around
the world that benefits women, children, and
youth thereby impacting entire
Volunteer support, prayers, and financial
gifts help to operate nearly 100 National
Mission Institutions (NMIs) projects in the
United States. NMIs support the needs of
marginalized and vulnerable communities in
these areas: care for children, educate and
develop youth, transform neighborhoods,
create economic opportunities, and housing.
Regional Missionaries work with
Methodist, United Methodist, ecumenical,
and grassroot programs advocating for
wellness and justice. They focus on issues
of health, gender equality, and elimination of
violence among women, and support for the
uprooted and marginalized.
International Work uses donations and
UMW memb
projects around the world.
Grants & Scholarships uses funds to
support programs to benefit women,
children, and youth through international and
national mission grants, cultivation grants for
UMW missionary conferences, social justice
issue grants, Theressa Hoover service and

global citizenship award, and international
and national scholarships
Service & Advocacy works with
ecumenical and grassroots partners to
create systemic change, leading to better
lives for women, children, and youth. United
Methodist Women continues its advocacy
work on peace and justice, education, the
rights of children, human rights and
farmworkers' rights, to name a few.
FYI: In 2020 UMW awarded grants for
COVID relief and prevention: $189,000
internationally and $73,000 nationally!
When you care enough to send the very
best
We are all familiar with the card
company that uses this clever phrase.
However, I would like to suggest another
kind of caring and giving. Were you aware of
the beautiful cards that are available from
your treasurer for a minimum donation of $5
each?
recorded as a Gift to Mission, one of the five
channels of Mission Giving of United
Methodist Women members. Money raised
through Gift to Mission supports the total
mission program of the organization. . The
idea behind the cards is that you give a
ou
mail the card to the pers
(Sue C.
member, reprinted in response, May/June
2021)
Contact Beth Morgan (740-336-7153 or
ewmorgan@suddenlink.net) to request the
cards you want. Think of the caring and the
giving you are sending to so many women,
children, and youth that UMW mission work
supports.

The Blessings of Play
Iowa and West Ohio Conferences
November 13, 2:00 3:30 p.m.
This virtual event celebrates the
importance of play. Registration starts
October 1. See the flyer included for more
details.
Please share the information in this
newsletter with members of your unit.
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Congratulations, New Deaconesses
Jody Stevens, Beth Vanoli, and Cheryl
Bender (with Bishop Palmer in picture
below) were commissioned as Deaconesses
at the West Ohio Conference Annual
Conference. Deaconesses are laywomen
who are called by God to a full-time vocation
in ministries of love, justice, and service.

Unity and Maturity in the
Body of Christ
Jody Stevens, Deaconess
Ephesians 4:1 8 is an important passage
to me. Let me share a little of my journey to
become a Deaconess. I have been prepared
throughout my life so far to follow Jesus. I
was afforded the opportunities to be in
Sunday Schools and Vacation Bible
Schools. I believe this and the prayers of my
Mom, Grandmother, Sunday School
Teachers, and many I will meet one day
have directed me into this path of following
the call of God in my life.
I was at Otterbein University, Westerville,
Ohio, for the 2019 Mission u during a very
hot summer week in July. The Mission
- 150
detailed the beginnings of
the women who began the work in love,
justice and service. These women began by
forming Woma
ary
Society way back in 1869. That is now 152
years ago. They have given us a great
legacy to continue working in the love of
Jesus for justice in our service. Women
raised money from pennies to put other
women through education to become
doctors, teachers, nurses and all for the
service to others to bring them the love of

Jesus. They purchased buildings and turned
them into universities and hospitals.
I felt the fullness of my Call at this 2019
Mission u Study in the legacy of many of
these women. It helped me to focus on the
women around me throughout my life who
have molded me in the love of Jesus. And to
y.
Thank you for praying and teaching me,
guiding me to this point in my journey. I am
sorry it took me this long to answer the Call
of God in my life.
I thank Jesus for not giving up on me and
allowing me to tread a little too deep in the
waters sometimes. He always has the Holy
Spirit right there to throw the lifeline. And
finally I was in a place to grab hold of it.
Many experiences have brought me to
this place and to each place I journey. This
Deaconess Journey has been a particular
journey in self-growth, spiritual growth and
growth into community responsibility. I am
still in my lifelong calling to serve the Lord
Jesus in wherever He would have me to
serve. Right now, I serve in the capacity as
a Hospice Healthcare Volunteer for the
Interim HealthCare System of Zanesville.
I will say this has been quite a journey
with in-depth study into the Word of God to
develop a hunger for more understanding.
The process after accepting the Call began
with interviews, applications, more
interviews, and more applications. Once I
was accepted, I had classes to attend and
many hours of study. Then the opportunity
to be in North Carolina at the
Deaconess/Home Missioner Retirement
Home, Brooks-Howell. With the event of
COVID, we met on Zoom. It truly has been a
blessing of connections in community across
the world.
After the completion of six particular
courses and more interviews, I was
dedicated as a Deaconess May 3, 2021, on
Zoom, with 14 of my very close friends.
At the West Ohio Annual Conference
June 7, 2021, I was consecrated along with
two other women Cheryl Bender and Beth
Vanoli. And just so you see how awesome
God works, I was consecrated where I
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answered my call in Westerville, Ohio, at
The Church of the Messiah. I will meet and
walk with my fellow Deaconesses at the
UMW National Assembly in Orlando,
Florida, May 20 22, 2022.
I answered my call to love justice and
serve. My journey continues. Praise be to
God and thank you Jesus.

West Ohio Conference
Annual Celebration
Telling My Story
Sung-Ok Lee, National Office
October 30, 10 Noon
A hybrid event is planned this year with
in-person business meeting and program at
Scioto Ridge United Methodist Church,
Hilliard, or streaming the event live. See the
flyer included for more details.

Legacy Fund Sustaining Phase,
Building on Our Success
Janice Deal, Legacy Fund Liaison
740-891-2657 (H); 740-891-1510 (C)
jdeal@ideal-services.com

As you know, United Methodist Women
celebrated 150 years of positively changing
the lives of women, children and youth. The
Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign was
established to ensure that United Methodist
Women has the funds available to prepare
and train future generations of women to
carry our mission forward into the next 150
years and beyond. The campaign goal is
$60 million, and as of August 18, 2021, we
have raised $38,181,487, or 64% of the
campaign goal.
In the effort to meet our goal, the Legacy
Builder program was established. Just as
our foremothers invested in our future in
1869, gifts to the campaign ensure that
United Methodist Women continues to
prepare future generations. Make a monthly
gift of $18.69 in honor or memory of
someone special. For more information go to
unitedmethodistwomen.org/donate/legacybuilder

or contact me.

Nominations Report
Jody Stevens, District Nominations
The Committee on Nominations presents its
slate of officers for 2022.
To Be Elected
President: Kathy Elasky, second 2-year term
Secretary: Karen Brown
Nominations, Class of 2024: TBD
Nominations, Class of 2025, Lynne Stewart
Mission Coordinator, Social Action: Christine
Hutchinson, second 2-year term
Program Resources Coordinator: Barbara
Wolfe, second 2-year term
To Continue in Office
Treasurer, Beth Morgan
Chair, Committee on Nominations: Jody
Stevens
Committee on Nominations: Rosemary
Vance (Class of 2022)
Committee on Nominations: Janice Deal
(Class of 2023)
Mission Coordinator, Spiritual Growth,
Tammy Whitacre
Outgoing Officers
Doris Wilkins, Member of Committee on
Nominations
Joyce Davis, Appointed Member of
Committee on Nominations
We thank Doris and Joyce for their work
and dedication to bring faith, hope, and love
in action for women, children, and youth in
their local units and the Foothills District.

Budget and Pledge for 2022
Travel
$750.00
Postage
60.00
Newsletter
300.00
Supplies
30.00
*Mission Resource Samplers (5) 200.00
*Special Day/Leadership (Spring) 350.00
*Annual Meeting (Fall)
350.00
Financial Review
100.00
District Officer Recognition
120.00
*Miscellaneous
100.00
TOTAL
$2360.00
*Required by West Ohio Conference UMW
Pledge to Mission $23,600
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Minutes of 2020 Annual Meeting
Because the 2020 Annual Meeting was
conducted through the newsletter with a
mailed ballot, there are no minutes. The
ballots received elected the slate of officers,
approved the budget, and accepted the
changes to the Standing Rules for 2021.

Standing Rules Report
Janice Deal, Acting Chair
Each year the Standing Rules Committee
reviews and proposes changes to the
Standing Rules. No proposed changes are
recommended for 2022.

5 Star Mission Giving
Your UMW Local Unit can still be a 5 Star
Giver and receive recognition for 2021. The
five channels of mission giving that counts
toward your pledge includes a gift in each of
the following areas.
1. Pledge to Mission. The amount a
member gives to her local unit to help fulfill
the Purpose of United Methodist Women
that supports developing resources for local
units, our National Mission Institutions, and
International Ministries.
2. Special Mission Recognition. Purchase
a pin to honor members who have dedicated
so much time and effort to service. $40 gift.
3. Gift in Mission. Make a gift in honor of
someone and send a Gift in Mission card to
the honoree. Cards available from Beth
Morgan. Be sure to specify the card(s)
needed on the remit form; $5 minimum gift.
4. Gift in Memory. Give a Gift in Memory of
a member, a friend, or anyone, in any
amount of $5 or more.
5. World Thank Offering. Persons may
keep a blessing jar to deposit money during
the year in appreciation of God grace,
abundance, and celebration of life. Any gift
of gratitude can be given throughout the
year.

Foothills District Officers, 2021
President, Kathy Elasky
21259 Sharps Run Rd, Stewart OH 45778
740-662-4801 (H); 740-541-1363 (C)
kathyelasky@yahoo.com
Secretary/Communications Coordinator, open
Treasurer, Beth Morgan
121 Lee Ave, Marietta OH 45750
740-336-7153 (H); 740-350-7651 (C)
ewmorgan@suddenlink.net
Spiritual Growth, Tammy Whitacre
15 Arlington Apt G, PO Box 51, Thornville OH
43076
740-447-4510 (C); tlwhitacre58@yahoo.com
Social Action, Chris Hutchinson
116 James St, Roseville OH 43777
740-740-823-3480; craftylady43777@gmail.com
Program Resources, Barb Wolfe
8995 Jasper Dr, Hopewell OH 43746
740-319-4813; wolfe_bk@yahoo.com
Nominations Committee Chair
Jody Stevens
6460 Kroft Rd, Mount Perry OH 43760
740-787-2978 (H); 740-644-6958 (C)
Jodystevens1030@yahoo.com
Nominations, Joyce Davis (appointed)
178 Miles Ave, Little Hocking OH 45742
304-481-0092; jcd432009@hotmail.com
Nominations Class of 2021, Doris Wilkins
PO Box 4, Rio Grande OH 45674
740-245-9112 (H); 740-645-2152 (C)
doris.wilkins@sbcglobal.net
Nominations Class of 2022, Rosemary Vance
37942 Vance Rd, Albany OH 45710
740-698-2608; belbeau@yahoo.com
Nominations Class of 2023, Janice Deal
3496 S River Rd, Zanesville OH 43701
740-891-2657 (H); 740-891-1510 (C)
jdeal@ideal-services.com
Nominations Class of 2024, open

Attention Treasurers of All Units!!!
The accountant who reviewed the Foothills
District books requested that all checks sent
to me be made out in the name that appears
on our checking account. Please make
checks payable to United Methodist
Women of Foothills District. I appreciate
all that you ladies do in serving your unit and
continuing to meet the needs of our mission
work. Thank you. Beth Morgan
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Foothills District United Methodist Women
Fall Annual Gathering
Saturday, October 16, 2021
Registration 9:30 a.m. Meeting 10 a.m. to Noon
First Hope United Methodist Church
20 N Buckeye Street, Crooksville OH 43731

Deaconess Mary Geeding, portrayed by Marcia Florkey
Offering divided between Mission Giving and Crooksville Food Pantry
For questions, call Beth Morgan 740-336-7153
Registration: $5/person and due October 1, 2021
Because of COVID, no meal is being served. Please bring your own cup for drinks. Individually
wrapped snacks will be available.
The Leadership Team will make the decision if conditions require the meeting to be cancelled.
If the meeting is cancelled, the registration money will go to Mission Giving.
Send registration and money to treasurer, Beth Morgan, 121 Lee Ave, Marietta OH 45750
Make check payable to United Methodist Women of Foothills District
Amount Enclosed $ ______________ No. attending _____

Contact person

Church ________________________________

E-mail address
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Foothills District United Methodist Women
2022 Local Unit Leadership Report
Every year our Foothills District UMW Secretary updates our district mailing lists so that we can
communicate and serve each other in the best way possible. To assist our secretary with this
important task, please list below ALL of your officers for 2022 with their updated information so
that we can send emails and newsletters to current, correct addresses. Returned paper
newsletters cost us money! If you do not have elected officers, please list a contact person.
Please return by December 10, 2021 to
Janice Deal, 3496 S River Rd, Zanesville OH 43701
or email to jdeal@ideal-services.com
Name of Local UMW Unit: _______________________________________________
Local United Methodist Church: __________________________________________
Name

Office

Street address
City, State ZIP
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Phone

Email

2021 Foothills District United Methodist Women
Mission Today Reporting Form
You will qualify as a Mission Today local UMW Unit by completing the following Mission
Today form and also the 2022 Local Leadership Report and by returning both by the dates
and to the addresses indicated on each form.
Name of your Local UMW Unit: __________________________________________________
Church Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
President or contact: __________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________ Email: ____________________________________
Please check the one that best applies:
We are an active local organization (unit) in the Foothills UMW
ut are not an active local organization of UMW
1. MEMBERSHIP
Number of members reported in December 2020:

_____________

Number of members added in 2021:

_____________

Number of members removed in 2021 by death or choice:

_____________

Number of members as of December 2021:

_____________

What is the average age of your local unit/circle members?

_____________

How would you define yourself as a thriving UMW Unit? _____________________________________

2. READING PROGRAM PARTICIPATION
The United Methodist

o expand their understanding
g and/or study of books that have been chosen by the
.
How many women from your local UMW participated in ANY LEVEL of the Reading program? _______
3. PROGRAMMING
A. Does your unit (or a member of your unit) subscribe to response magazine? Please circle: YES NO
If YES, how does your unit use Response Magazine? _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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B. Did you use the Prayer Calendar to pray and/or send cards to Missionaries, Deaconesses, or Home
Missioners or use in your programs or by individuals?
Please circle: YES
NO
C. Did your unit/circle use at least two programs from the United Methodist
during the past year?
Please circle:

YES

ook
NO

4. MISSION and MINISTRY
A. Which of the following social action campaigns did your local UMW unit/circle engage in during
2021: (check all that apply)
_______ Climate Justice: Just Energy for All
_______ Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass Incarceration: Interrupt the School to
Prison Pipeline
_______ Economic Inequality: A Living Wage for All
_______ Maternal and Child Health: End Maternal Mortality
B. Did your local unit/circle support the following West Ohio Conference National Missions
Institutions through volunteering, material, or monetary donations? Indicate Yes (Y) or No (N)
Friendly Center, Toledo Ohio
Community Development for All People, Columbus Ohio
Wesley Community Center, Dayton, Ohio
Wesley Education Center, Cincinnati, Ohio
C. Did your local UMW unit strive to be a 5-Star Mission Unit by contributing to all FIVE channels of
Mission Giving?
Please circle: YES NO
D. Did your local UMW unit/circle support other missions through volunteer service or material or
monetary gifts? Check all that apply and provide mission/ministry name:
______UMW-supported National Mission outside of Ohio __________________________
______UMW-supported International Mission ___________________________________
______Another United Methodist national or international mission____________________
______Local mission project ________________________________________________
E. Did members of your local unit/circle, other than conference or district officers, attend Mission u or
a Mission u event?
Please circle: YES NO Number attended _________
F. Did members of your local unit/circle, other than conference or district officers, attend the district
Fall Annual Gathering event?
Please circle: YES NO Number attended ________
PLEASE RETURN by January 10, 2022 to
Kathy Elasky, 21259 Sharp s Run Rd, Stewart OH 45778
kathyelasky@yahoo.com
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