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COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE 

This is our CANDO theme for 2022 and I’m sticking to it! We can never communicate too much – infor-
mation is key when working with large groups, and there is so much information that needs to be shared. 
So, for my article this month I would like to share with each of you some of the websites I believe you 
should be connected to – and I would like to suggest that you sign up for all of these sites, so that whenev-
er they have information to share you will receive that information directly and immediately and refer to 
them for UMW resources: 

(1) Capitol Area North District Newsletter/E-Newsletter – email Shirley Funt, smfunt922@gmail.com 

(2) West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith – westohioumw.org – sign up for their newsletter – contact Beth 
Vanoli, WOC-UMW President at president@westohioumw.org for more information 

(continued on next page) 
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(3) National United Women in Faith – uwfaith.org/   

a. Explore this site – it has soooooo much information 

b. Under MEMBERS & LEADERS you will find the 2021-2022 Reading Program; 2021-2024 Handbook; Roles & 
Responsibilities; Logos and Templates; Faith Talks 

c. Under the MEMBERS & LEADERS open the 2021-2024 Handbook section – and to the right of that page you will 
see a separate section titled Roles & Responsibilities, which describes specific roles, written for leaders on the 
Conference level, however, some information is relevant for UMW groups at all levels. 

d. Under the NEWS section you will find a place to subscribe to e-news; Logos, Templates & Brand Books, re-
sponse magazine 

e. Please subscribe to “response magazine” - $24/year (6 issues) for print copy and $20/year for digital edition – it 
contains information every United Methodist Woman should read. 

f. Under SHOP you will find the E-Store (umwmissionresources.org); Amazon Smile Designate the New York, NY 
option (where you can sign up to donate money to National UMW when you order from Amazon – at no cost to 
you!) 

(4) UWF e-store – uwfaith.org/resources/ 

(5) United Women in Faith Digital Resources – uwfaith.mn.co/ 

(6) Faith Talks – iTalk.com 

(7) United Methodist Church news – umnews.org 

(8) West Ohio Conference NewsNet – newsnet@wocumc.org (Friday noon deadline to input articles) 

I have found all of these sites to be useful – and I know you will too! 

Be safe.  Be happy.  Be blessed 

Carolyn Johnson, President 
Capitol Area North District United Women in faith 

       
 
 

News From Membership Nurture and Outreach 

As we look to Spring, we look forward to warmer weather, new growth in the form of buds on the trees and flowers bloom-
ing, and the decrease in COVID cases. As many of us have not yet gathered in person, we have wrestled with and contin-
ue to look for ways to stay connected as United Women of Faith. Earlier this year, your Capitol Area North District officers 
reached out to each local unit as “Shepherdesses”—a personal contact person available to assist with finding resources, 
brainstorming ideas, and helping with various issues that may arise. Your shepherdess should have been in touch with 
you by mail or email. They will regularly check in with you, but please know that you may reach out to them whenever you 
feel the need. Your district is interested in and wants to know how you are caring for yourselves and those you serve. We 
are ready to answer questions, help guide you through the changes regarding our organization, and be available if you 
would just like to engage in conversation. Staying connected and feeling valued is important for all of us. Please remem-
ber that your UWF sisters are here for you.  

In Sisterhood,  

Pam Boh and Debby Steele 
Membership Nurture and Outreach Co-Coordinators 

          

 
 

I want to share a favorite prayer that I feel describes our relationships within UMW: 
Thank you, Lord, for the wonderful people you have brought into my life. 
There have been many rich friendships with people who shared my joys and sorrows alike. 
You have also inspired leaders to teach and guide me in faith. 
You have allowed me to have influence on others as well. 
Thank you, Lord, for this holy community of faith. 
I don't know what I'd do without them.  

Pat Waddell, Nominations 
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GUEST COLUMNIST 

What is it like to be a missionary and what inspires an individual to undertake such a journey.  I would like to introduce 
you to our GUEST COLUMNIST and my friend, BETH WEISBROD and her husband, BEN WEISBROD.  Following 
is their Missionary Journey.  Enjoy!" 

A Missionary Journey 

When I was six years old I had no idea I would someday spend thirteen years of my life in Africa as 
a missionary! Yet I am sure the seed was planted then, when my family and I visited missionaries in 
Ecuador and I had a part in their Christmas play. After a similar visit to missionaries in Japan when I 
was in the fourth grade, I felt my world expanding and so it was a natural next step for me and my 
husband, after seminary, to accept a position serving as church and community workers in 
Botswana, Africa. 

Even so, I didn’t really know what it meant to be a missionary! We had to gradually unlearn and 
move away from ministry towards people “below us” and move towards ministry with- seeing the 
people we came to serve as equals who could serve God’s kingdom as fellow Christian leaders. 

This ongoing learning journey took us from rural Botswana (1982-90), to urban Mozambique (1993-95) to Kigali, Rwanda 
(2014-17) where we served as regional directors in Central and West Africa. 

This new concept of being a missionary never left me in each role that I played, including when serving with Community 
Ministries in the Capital Area North and South Districts from 2006-14. To me, being a missionary means getting to know 
the culture and values of the people I am called to serve, wherever that may be, so that I can better help the Kingdom of 
God take root and grow in each unique and challenging context. 

Looking back on forty years of missionary service, I am grateful to God for that first trip to Ecuador, where the seed was 
first planted, and for all the amazing learning experiences I have had along the way! I pray that we were able to plant 
seeds of the Kingdom wherever we went and that we will also find exciting ways to serve God in retirement. 

          

 

What’s in a Name? 

Carolyn asked me about my spelling of Capital Area North, since all the Conference information 
spells it Capitol Area North. I first noticed my spelling didn’t jive with the Church at-large when I was 
getting my material for the audit together. When I looked it up, I found this: Capitol has a rather 
narrow meaning referring to a building or group of buildings in which a legislative body meets and 
performs the functions of government. Capital has a wide range of meanings: as an adjective, it can 
mean "important," "relating to the seat of government," and "punishable by death," or describe non-
lowercase letters; as a noun, capital means "a city that is the seat of government," "net worth," or 
“advantage."  So, technically, we should be using Capital with an “a” since we’re using the word as an 
adjective that refers to the capital city of Columbus is not the actual capitol building at Broad and 
High. I can just imagine the can of worms it would open to bring that one up at General Conference. 
Let’s just say we have bigger fish to fry. 

Now, we, however, are opening our own can of worms as we transition from United Methodist Women to United Women 
of Faith. There are great letters in the most current Response Magazine about the name change from our President, 
Response Editor and CEO plus a very informative article. If your first reaction is “Why do we have to change the name?”, 
remember that over the last 153 years, we have changed our name through the merging of 15 women’s mission 
organizations and the merging of several denominations; most recently was the merger of the EUB and Methodist 
Churches to form the United Methodist Church. United Methodist Women didn’t become our name until 1972. Until 2012, 
we were still the Women’s Division of the General Board of Global Ministries. Myself, I think United Women of Faith is a 
good name and as ‘Aninise “Isama”U, our president says “Our vision remains: Turning faith, hope and love into action for 
women, children and youth around the world”. 

And my mission as part of the organization remains to encourage and thank you for all you do!  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me with any needs or questions. 

Kim Hoessly 
CAN Treasurer 

614-537-8596 PH/TXT 
 

           



 

Words from My Mother 

This April we celebrate Holy Week and Easter. So once again I looked at the "1975 Inspirational Booklet" from my 
Mother's papers and found this poem written by my younger brother, Bruce Wagner who would have been a teenager. 
Also among Mom's paper was one of her typed cards about the cross. First Bruce's poem: 

Picturesque Cross 

Upon the cross I see a face; 
A face that's real to me. 
A picture of that pious place, 
Of Christ on Calvary. 

It isn't like a painted one 
With eyes that stare at none, 

But with my thoughts they move along 
With every prayer and song. 

Expressions change from time to time 
From happy looks to sad, 
As if my heart has sent a chime 
And with it He is clad. 

He seems to look me in the eye 
And with His eyes reply, 
Forgive them Lord for what they do, 
For all those things taboo. 

I see it every time I gaze 
Upon that wooden cross, 
And every time I do I praise 
Christ Jesus for his loss. 

There's nothing better on this earth, 
Not even Jesus' birth. 
His resurrection lives today 
In work, in love, in play. 

Upon the cross I see a face; 
A face that's real to me, 
A picture of that pious place, 
Of Christ on Calvary. 

 
Two thousand years ago the cross did not mean anything beautiful at all. 

It was only a rough and terrible thing, made of two great beams, nailed together, on which men who were condemned by 
the law were put to death.  When men thought of the cross, all that it suggested was pain and shame. 

Then Jesus came into the world. He lived a life so good that evil men hated Him. He fought wrong so fearlessly that all 
who were doing wrong conspired together to put Him out of the way. He loved men so much and God so much, that for 
the sake of showing to men the ways of God He kept straight on even when He knew that His enemies would tell lies 
about Him and have Him condemned and nailed on a cross. So they did hang Him on His cross, and ever after that the 
meaning of the cross was changed because it was the sign of Jesus' dying. It ws the sign of the greatest love that the 
world had ever seen. It was the sign of Him who had given His own life to save the lives and souls of men. Jesus said, 
"He that would come after me, let him take up his cross and follow me." Matthew 16:24 

Shirley Adams 
Co-Spiritual Coordinator 
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